NCIL

National Council

on Independent Livil

Officers

President
Lou Ann Kibbee
Hays, Kansas

Vice President
Mark Derry
Morgantown, West Virginia

Secrefary
Patricia Puckett
Decatur, Georgia

Treasurer
Roger Howard
Boise, Idaho

Regional Representatives

Chairperson
Maureen Ryan
Madison, Wisconsin

Diversity Committee

Chairperson
Stan Holbrook
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Members At-Large

Shannon Jones
Topeka, Kansas

Ann McDaniel
Institute, West Virginia

Vicki Haws
Bartlesville, Oklahoma

Bruce Darling
Rochester, New York

Mary Margaret Moore
Salem, Massachusetts

Zainab Jama
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Regional Representatives
Region |

Sarah Launderville
Montpelier, Vermont

Region I
Cliff Perez
Troy, New York

Region Ii]
Jan Derry
Morgantown, West Virginia

Region IV

Jan Day

Louisville, Kentucky
Region V

Maureen Ryan
Madison, Wisconsin
Region V!

Brenda Stinebuck
Hot Springs, Arkansas

Region Vil
Shawn D’Abreu
Jefferson City, Missouri

Region VI
Tami Hoar
Butte, Montana

Region IX

Sheri Burns
Hayward, California
Region X

Doug Toelle
Fairbanks, Alaska

(202) 207-0334 (Voice)
(202) 207-0340 (TTY)
(202) 207-0341 (Fax)
( (

www. ncrl.org

Kelly Buckland
or

September 15, 2014

The Honorable Sam Johnson, Chairman
Subcommittee on Social Security
Committee on Ways and Means

B317 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Mr. Chairman,

The National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) is one of the most widely
respected voices on disability rights in the United States. NCIL is a national
organization responsible for advocating for a philosophy which emphasizes that people
with disabilities have valuable contributions to make to society, and deserve the
opportunity to decide how to live, work and take part in their communities.

| am writing you today on behalf of the board of directors, to express our strong
support of H.R. 5260. NCIL members work daily with thousands of Americans with
disabilities who manage a disability that meets the strict Social Security definition of
disability used in Title Il and Title XVI disability program applications. We are most
pleased that H.R. 5260 includes TITLE IlI--MODERNIZING DISABILITY PROGRAMS
with its focus on modest improvements related to the vocational goals and aspirations
of Social Security disability beneficiaries.

NCIL expects that provisions in H.R. 5260 overall will be implemented by federal
agencies with extreme care to uphold the law in every way that protects and serves the
interests and benefits of those who meet he requirements found in Social Security
disability application and appeals rules and procedures.

The National Council on Independent Living is the longest-running national cross-
disability, grassroots organization run by and for people with disabilities. Founded in
1982, NCIL represents thousands of organizations and individuals including:
individuals with disabilities, Centers for Independent Living (CILs), Statewide
Independent Living Councils (SILCs), and other organizations that advocate for the
human and civil rights of people with disabilities throughout the United States.

NCIL is a thoughtful leader in this policy area; and we continue to offer you our
technical assistance when needed and appropriate. Please do not hesitate to
contact me for any further information.

Sincerely,
S Pl

Kelly Buckland
Executive Director

2013 H Street Nw; 6 Floor
Washington, DC 20008

Email: ncil@ncil.org

877) 525-3400 (Toll-Free)



